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THE COLONY OF VICTORIA. 



Position. * .* .. 

The Colony of Victoria is situated at the most southern part of the 
great Australian continent It lies between the 34th and 39 tb 
parallels of south latitude, and the 141st and 150th meridians of; 
east longitude. 

Area. 

2. The area of Victoria is 86,831 square miles. The island of 
Great Britain contains 89,644 square miles, and is thus slightly 
larger than Victoria, 

Climate. 

3. From its position Victoria enjoys a cooler climate than any 
other colony upon the same continent Except during the preva- 
lence of hot north winds, which occur at intervals during the sum- 
mer, the weather is never oppressive. The winter season is mild, 
and the thermometer but rarely falls below the freezing point 

4. A fair average of the principal meteorological results 
throughout the colony, may be gathered from the following figures, 
which show the mean temperature, mean atmospheric pressure, and 
amount of rainfall for the year 1863, in two seaport and two inland 
towna 
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; "'Population. 

5. The lastfoenstis of Victoria was taken on the 7th of April, 
1861, when the population was found to amount to 540,322 souls ; 
viz., 328,651 males, and 211,671 females. An estimate based upon 
this rfcttirn and upon the records of births, deaths, arrivals and 
departures since that period, shows the population at the end of 
i§64 to have numbered 604,858, viz., 347,954 males, and 256,904 

•.females. 

6. Taking the population at the date of the census, and the 
area of the colony already given, the proportion was about six 
persons to the square mile. By the estimate of population on 
the 31st December, 1864, the proportion was nearly seven to the 
square mile. According to returns of the last census of the United 
Kingdom, taken simultaneously with that of Victoria, there were 
344 persons to the square mile in England and Wales, and 177 
persons in Ireland. 

Relative Proportion of the Sexes. 

7. At the time the census was taken, the proportion of females 
to males in Victoria was as 64 to 100. The estimate brought 
down to the end of 1864, shows a proportion of 74 females to 100 
males. 

Houses. 

8. The number of inhabited dwellings in Victoria at the time 
of the census was 128,617, in which 535,043 persons were housed, 
this being the total land population of the colony, exclusive of 
persons actually travelling. This shows a proportion of about four 
persons to a house, or, more correctly, of 42 persons to ten houses. 
If the houses, since the census, have increased in the same ratio as" 
the population, there would now be not less than 144,000 houses in 
the colony. 




Principal Towns. 
9. The principal town in Victoria is Melbourne, which is also 
the most populous city in all Australia, At the time of the census 
it contained, with its immediate 4 suburbs, 126,536 souls. At the 
same period, Geelong contained 22,986 inhabitants ; Eallarat, 
22,104; Sandhurst, 13,020; Castlemaine, 9,683; and Creswick, 
4,714. Of other municipalities, two contained populations ranging 
between 3,000 and 4,000; seven between 2,000 and 3,000; ten 
between 1,000 and 2,000 ; and two between 500 and 1,000, 






Municipal Boegtjcjhs. 

10, The total number of municipalities which had been formed 
at the time of the census was 44, containing a population of 235,301, 
or 43^ per cent of the inhabitants of the colony. According to a 
return brought down to the end of 1863, the number of municipali- 
ties (or "boroughs," as they are termed by a recent Act) then 
formed amounted to 58, containing an aggregate of 276,815 inha- 
bitanta 

Road Districts and Shires, 

11, Besides self-government by borough councils, another form 
of local self-government exists in Victoria — that by district road 
boards and shire councils. At the time of the census 63 road 
districts had been proclaimed, containing 199,298 persons, At the 
end of 1863, 98 road districts and shires were in existence, having 
216,753 inhabitants. The population of shires and road districts, 
added to that of municipal boroughs, amounts to at least sbc- 
seveuths of the total population of the colony, 

Chinese and Aborigines. 

12, The number of Chinese located in the colony at the time 
of the last census, was 24,732, of this large number, only eight 
were femalea The aboriginal inhabitants returned amounted to 
no more than 1,694, of which 648 were females, 
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Occupations. 

IS. The occupations of the people of Victoria at the time of 
the census were divided for the purposes of compilation into 15 
classes, which were again subdivided into 67 sub-classes. Their 
nature will, however, be better understood, if condensed under 
the following ten heads : — 1 . Persons engaged m Commerce, 
Trade, and Manufactures, numbering 86,746 ; 2. Gold Miners, 
numbering 83,116; 3. Persons following Agricultural and Pas- 
toral Pursuits, numbering 54,923; 4, Laborers (branch of labor 
undefined), numbering 8,122; 5. Domestic Sei^vants, numbering 
23,695 ; 6. Persons engaged in learned Professions, Fine Arts, 
and Literature, numbering 7,376 ; 7 Persons maintained out 
of the Puhlic Revenue, numbering 8,333 ; 8. Persons engaged in, 
Miscellaneous Pursuits, numbering 1,056; 9, Persons of Lnde- 
<knt means, numbering 1,363; 10. Mesidvs of the Population 
(consisting chiefly of women engaged in domestic duties, and of 
children biiug educated), numbering 265,592, 

Gold Miners. 

14 A careful estimate of the gold miners on the gold-fields 
has been brought down to the end of 1864?, by which it appears 
that they numbered at that period about 85,000. The miners 
actually on the gold-fields when the census was taken amounted to 
79,000, so that they have increased by 6,000 since then. To what 
extent the other branches of industry have been augmented during 
the interval which has elapsed since March, 1861, will not be known 
until another census has been taken. 

Birthplaces, 

15. The returns of nationality compiled from the census 
schedules, show 157,911 of the inhabitants of Victoria to have been 
Australian born, 169,586 to have been English, 6,055 to have been 
Welsh, 60,701 to have been Scotch, 87,160 to have been Irish, 



8,030 to have been born in other British dominions, 46,338 to have 
belonged to foreign countries, and 4,541 to have been of unknown 
nationality. These results give 9,059 out of every 10,000 in- 
habitants in the colony as British subjects, 857 as foreign subjects, 
and 84 as unspecified. 

Religions, 

16* By the census returns of religions, 381,113 of the 
inhabitants of the colony were Protestants (embracing 212,068 
members of the Church of England, 87,103 members of the 
Church of Scotland, 46,511 Wesleyan Methodists, and 35,431 of 
other denominations) ; 109,829 were Roman Catholics, 2,903 were 
Jews, and there was a residue of 46,477, embracing Pagans, 
Mahomedans, persons of no religion, unspecified, &c. In every 
10,000 of the population, there were thus 7,053 Protestants, 2,032 
Roman Catholics, 54 Jews, and 861 of other sects. 

Ages* 

17. Ab regards age, it is found that Victoria possesses in 
proportion to her population a larger number of persons in the 
prime of life and fewer of the old and very young than either 
of the other Australian colonies ; thus, while at the time of the 
last census New South Wales had between the ages of 15 and 
65 only 6,072 out of every 10,000 of her inhabitants, and South 
Australia no more than 5,547, Victoria had as many as 6,447 
out of every 10,000. As compared with the mother country, the 
results of age are also to a marked extent in favor of Victoria, 
for, while Great Britain has only 477 persons in 1,000 between 
20 and 60 years of age, Victoria has 574 in every L00O. 







, Conjugal Condition. 

18. The census returns of conjugal condition show that of 
every 1 >000 males in the colony, 298 are husbands ; of every 
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1,000 females, 402 are wives ; also that of males of 20 and up- 
wards, 458, and of females of 20 and upwards, 784 in every 
1,000 are married. 

Education. 

19. The returns of education show that nearly four-fifths of 
the population over five years of age are able to read and write ; 
that ten-elevenths are able to read, and that about one-eleventh 
are uninstructed ; also that, of children at the school age, or 
between five and fifteen, 760 in 1,000 can read and 486 in 1,000 
crn read and write. These results are more favorable than those 
shewn by the education returns of any other Australian colony. 

Births, Deaths, and Marriages. 

20. The births in 1864 numbered 25,322, the deaths 9,202, 
and the marriages 4,529. The births and marriages show larger 
numbers than in the previous year; notwithstanding the popu- 
lation has been increasing, the deaths have been gradually 
diminished in numbers during each year since 1860. 

Immigration and Emigration. 

21. The arrivals in Victoria during 1864 numbered 36,156, and 
the departures 21,779. The increase of population by excess of the 
former over the latter amounted, therefore, in that year to 14,377. 
This is a larger increase from without than has taken place in 
any year since 1858 ; since the year 1836, 796,515 persons have 
come to the colony by sea, and 396,206 have left it by the same 
means. The difference between which numbers shows a balance 
of 400,309 in favor of immigration. 

Land Sales. 

22. The Crown lands sold and granted in Victoria from its 
first settlement to the end of 1864 amounted to 5,908,212 acres, 
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Land in Occupation. 



Agriculture. 



id the amount of purchase money realised by the Government 
-as £11,690,191, The extent of land remaining unalienated at 

ib same date was 49,735,948 acres ; of this quantity, 28,826,756 
^*cres was held under lease for pastoral purposes only, by 1,161 
occupiers, giving an average of about 25,000 acres to each occupier 

23. The alienated land is nearly all in occupation, By the 
last return (31st March, 1864) 17,679 holders were in possession 
of lots of over an acre in extent, the average to each being 314 
acres. The same return showed that nearly three-fourths of the 
alienated land was enclosed, but that only an eleventh was 
under cultivation. 

24. The total extent cultivated was 507,798 acres, or less 
than an acre to every head of the population. About 149,000 
acres were under wheat, 152,000 acres under oats, 8,000 acres 
under barley, 28,000 acres under potatoes, 96,000 acres under 
hay, 35,000 acres under green forage, and the remainder under 
minor crops. 

25. Owing to atmospheric influences, the last harvest was to 
a great extent a failure, but during the last ten years the average 
produce to the acre of wheat has been 20 bushels; of oats, 27 
bushels ; of barley, 23 bushels ; of potatoes, 2| tons ; and of 
hay, 1| tons. 

26. The minor crops consist of maize, rye and here, peas, 
beans and millet, turnips, mangel-wurzel, beet, carrots and pars- 
nips, onions, tobacco and vines. For the two latter, the soil and 
climate of Victoria appear to be well suited, although their cul- 
tivation has only recently begun to be much attended to. Tobacco 
during the last season covered 623 acres and produced 5,913 cwt. ; 
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vines covered 3,076 acres, the produce of which was 121,000 
gallons of wine, besides a large quantity of grapes otherwise 
disposed of. 

Live Stock. 

27. The live stock in the colony, according to the returns for 
1864, amounted to 103,328 horses, 126,786 milch cows, 548,486 
other horned cattle, 7,115,943 sheep, and 79,655 pigs. All these 
descriptions of stock show an increase in the numbers returned 
in the previous year. 

Manufactures. 

28. With regard to manufacturing industry, there were in 
Victoria during 1864, 110 flour mills, which operated upon 3,280,000 
bushels of wheat during the year, and produced nearly 70,000 tons 
of flour. There were 70 breweries, in which nearly 4,000,000 
gallons of beer were brewed during the year ; and there were 646 
manufactories and works of different descriptions, 204 of which 
carried on their operations by steam, 15 by water power, 4 by wind, 
72 by horse, and 351 by manual labor. The total amount of power 
they employed was equal to that of 2,823 horses, and the number 
of hands engaged was between 6,000 and 7,000. 

Gold Mining Machinery. 

29. The total number of steam engines employed for gold 
mining purposes at the end of 1 864 was 888, of which 441 were 
used in alluvial, and 447 in in quartz mining. The approximate 
value of all mining plant upon the gold fields was i?l,496,699. 
At the same time it was ascertained that an extent of 799 square 
miles of alluvial ground throughout the colony had been actually 
worked upon since the opening of the gold fields. 

Postage. 

30. The number of Post Offices in Victoria, at the end of 
1864, was 475, through which 7,034,467 letters and 5,226,485 
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lewspapera passed during the year. The postal revenue in the 
same year was £126,451, and the expenditure was £127,000, 
irrespective of the cost of postal communication with Great Britain. 



+1^ 



Electric Telegraphs. 



= 



31. The electric telegraphs in Victoria are in the hands of 

the Government The telegraph stations in the colony at the end 

of 1864 numbered 73, between which were 2,326^ miles of lines, 

rovided wilh 2,62 6| miles of wire ; the number of messages 

ansmitted during the year was 250,380, of which 71,939 were 
on behalf of the Government, and 184,441 were for private indi- 
viduals. The Government messages, of course, travel free, but if 
their value be calculated at the same rate as that of private 

eesages, it would amount to £14,376, and, with £29,122 actually 
received from the public, would make a total revenue of £43,497 

Ijainst £35,976 expended on maintenance during the year. 
Railways. 
32. The returns of railways have not been brought down 
tor than the end of 1863. The Government lines extending from 
Melbourne to Sandhurst, and from Melbourne to Geelong and 
Ballarat, were then 196 miles in length, but have since been opened 
to Echuca, making an aggregate of 250 miles.* The total cost of 
the first portion of these lines was £7,452,000, or an average of 
£38,070 a mile. The private lines are all in the vicinity of the 
metropolis, and arc the Melbourne and Hobson's Bay, 6£ miles in 
length ; the Melbourne and Brighton, 6i miles in length ; and the 
Melbourne, 5 j miles long. The cost of these private lines amounted 
to £1,121,548, or rather more than £60,000 a mile. The number 
of passengers carried on all the lines during the year 1863 was 
3,063,652 ; the weight of goods 440,000 tons, and the total 



eceipts £570,022. 



* Since this was penned, a return of the total lengib and cort of the Government lin^a, including 
he Echuca branch , ha& been ftirni.shed, fiho wing tbft fortune to be 251 miles, and the latter to hare be^n 
A> 156,370, or ;n» average of about £35,000 a. mile. 
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Imports and Exports. 

33. The total value of imports in the year 1864, approximately 
made up in the Customs, was £1 4,409,028, that of exports was 
i?13,850,895. These numbers are slightly in excess of those for the 
previous year. The value of imports, however, in each of the 
years from 1853 to 1860 inclusive, except 1855, and the value of 
exports in each of the years from 1856 to 1859 inclusive, exceeded 
those in the year 1864. 

Gold. 

34. The gold exported in 1864 was 1,545,449 ozs., valued at 
«£>6,206,237. This quantity was slightly less than that in 1863. 
Since the gold discoveries 30,716,200 ozs. of Victorian gold have 
passed through the Customs ; which, with an estimate for the gold 
which has been taken from the colony by private hand, and for that 
remaining in the possession of individuals, banks, &c., at the end of 
1864, would bring the total produce of the Victorian gold fields, 
from the first discovery of gold down to the 31st December, 1864, to 
33,465,427 ozs., the value of which, at a uniform rate of £4 an 
ounce, is <£! 33,861,708. 

Wool. 

35. The wool* exported in 1864 has been approximately re- 
turned by the Customs as amounting to 39,407,726 lba, valued 
at «£ ) 3,247,128. The total quantity of wool exported from the 
first settlement of the colony to the 31st December, 1864, was 
404,960,872 lbs., valued at ,£28,548,543. 

Tallow. 

36. The quantity of tallow exported in 1864 was 3,881 ,920 lbs., 
the Customs value of which was i?60,230. Since the first settle- 

* The quantity of wool here given exceeds- by more than a third that exported from Victoria in the 
previous or any other year. The estimate has therefore been referred back to the Customs, in order to 
ascertain whether some mistake had not been made in forming the approximation ; but up to the time of 
going to press the Customs authorities have not authorised any change to be made in the figures. In 1863 
the exports of wool were as follow : Quantity, 35,572,886 lbs. ; value, £2,049,491. 
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ment of Victoria 66,595,508 lbs. of tallow have been exported, of 
which the Customs value was £977,380. 



Hides and Skins. 

37- The hides and skins exported in 1864 were valued at 
,£102,684. Hides and skins to the value of J?] ,2 51,304 have been 
exported since the first settlement of Victoria. 



Shipping, 



38 f The shipping inwards in 1864 amounted to 1,816 vessels, 
with an aggregate of 620,200 tons. Vessels to the number of 1,895, 
with a total tonnage of 641,510, were cleared outwards during the 
Bame year. The number of vessels inwards and outwards in 1 864 
are in excess of those in the previous year, as is also the tonnage 
outwards. The tonnage inwards is, however, slightly less than it 
was in 1863* 



Banks, 



39. There were nine joint stock banks in Victoria in the year 
1864, besides three branches of Indian banks, which commenced 
business in Melbourne during that year. From the sworn returns 
of the nine regular banks the following particulars are gained. The 
aggregate amount of their paid-up capital at the end of 1864 was 
,£7,618,960, upon which the last dividend paid to shareholders was 
at the rate of 11| per cent ; the amount of reserved profits at the 
time of declaring that dividend was £ 1,594,806. The note circu- 
lation of these banks at the same date amounted to J?l, 306,809, 
and their total liabilities to £9,485,163, against assets at the same 
date amounting to £1 3,433,410. 



Sayings Banks. 

40. The savings banks in Victoria are under the general 
control of commissioners appointed by Government, under the 
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provisions of the Act 16 Vict, No. 37. According to the last 
report of the commissioners there were, on the 30th June, 1864, 
eleven savings banks in Victoria, in which there were deposits 
amounting in the aggregate to «£ > 769,681, belonging to 17,201 
depositors. The amount deposited during the twelve months 
ending the 30th June, 1864*, was £480,333, and the amount 
withdrawn was i?438,556. At the end of 1864 the depositors were 
found to have increased to 17,460, of which 11,028 were males and 
6,432 were females. 

41. There are also penny savings banks in many of the 
principal towns, in which deposits are received from a minimum of 
Id. to a maximum of £1. These are managed by local committees, 
and are not under Governmental supervision. It is understood that 
the Government have it in contemplation to establish post office 
savings banks in different parts of the colony. 

Friendly Societies. 

42. Returns relating to the year 1863 were received in 1864 
from 155 lodges or courts belonging to friendly societiea Eighty- 
six of these lodges or courts were of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, Manchester Unity, and 67 were of the Ancient Order of 
Foresters. The number of members in these lodges or courts at 
the beginning of 1863 was 11,614, and the number at the end of 
the year was 13,568. The number of cases of sickness during the 
year was 1,503, the number of days for which aliment was allowed 
was 52,190, and the number of deaths was 97. The total revenue 
of these societies for the year 1863 was i?45,605, and the total 
expenditure was £31,985. The assets, at date of balancing, 
amounted to d£83,104, against liabilities, at the same date, only 
amounting to £4i00. It is understood that many courts belonging 
to these and other friendly societies omitted to furnish returns, so 
that the above is not a full statement of the afikirs of all the 
friendly societies in the colony of Victoria. 
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Mortgages, Liens, etc. 

43. During the year 1863, sums amounting in the aggregate 

to £ 1,665,331 were lent on mortgage of land in Victoria to 2,1 36 

^dividuals, and sums to the amount of .£674,550 were paid off by 

^134 persons. During the same year 272 mortgages on live stock 

^re effected, and 120 were released ; the sums secured on live stock 

Counting to ,£1,21 5,907, and the sums paid off to .£773,516. The 

k^fcs on wool during the year numbered 186, and the releases of 

^^ns 5. The amount secured on wool was £ 495,623, and the 

***iount released was ,£23,029. 

Revenue and Expenditure. 

44. The total revenue of Victoria during the year 1863 was 

^^2,979,682, and the total expenditure was .£2,899,682. The 

^xact revenue and expenditure of 1864 are not yet known," as 

Receipts and disbursements on account of that year will take 

palace until the end of 1865. The probable amounts have, 
however, been estimated by the Hon. the Treasurer, and are as 
follow : — Probable revenue, 1864, .£2,993,082 ; probable expendi- 
ture, 1864, .£3,011,054. These figures will, no doubt, be found to 
approximate closely to the correct ones. 

Public Debt. 

45. The public debt of Victoria, at the end of 1864, amounted 
to ,£8,443,970, of which .£443,000 was contracted to obtain funds 
for the construction of works to supply the city of Melbourne, its 
suburbs, and the town of Geelong with water ; <£67,800 to purchase 
the rights and privileges of the Melbourne, Mount Alexander, and 
Murray River Railway Company ; and .£7,933,170 to construct the 
Victorian Railways. Besides this, there were corporation bonds due 
by the towns of Melbourne and Geelong to the amount of <£385,000, 
which, added to the amount of debt stated above, would make a 
grand total of ,£8,828,970 due by the colony at the end of 1864. 
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Pensions, 

46» The number of individuals on the pension list of the colony 
at the end of 1863 was 18, and the total amount of their pension 
^8,129. 

Chtjbches and Chapeus. 

47. The buildings used for public worship throughout Victoria 
in 1863 numbered 1,352, of which 705 were regular churches and 
chapels, 278 were schoolhouses, and 369 were dwellings or othe 
edifices. The approximate number of services performed throughout 
the year was 110,740, the number of persons for whom accommo 
dation was provided was 190,330, and the number usually attending 
was 129,510. Of the whole number of buildings used for religious 
services, 298 belonged to the Church of England, 191 to the Roman 
Catholics, 297 to the Presbyterians, 427 to the Wesleyans, 134 to 
other Christians, and 5 to the Jewish body, 

Cleeot. 

48. The clergy of all denominations at the same period num- 
bered 431, of which 109 were attached to the Church of England 
49 to the Roman Catholic Church, 101 to the Presbyterian Church 
71 to the Wesleyan Church, 96 to other Christian Churches, and 
to the Jewish Church, Besides these, who (except the Jews, wl 
are exempted) are regularly licensed under the Marriage Act, ther 
axe in Victoria other officials attached to some of the sects, who 
without being regularly ordained, perform the functions of clergy- 
men, and are styled lay readers, local preachers, mission agents, < 
The number of these is not known, but if it could be ascertained, 
would, no doubt, be found materially to swell the ranks of religion 
instructors in the colony. 

Melbourne Uniyebsity. 

49. The Melbourne University has been established since 1856 
and attached are schools of law, medicine, and civil engineerii 
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In 1864 the number of students was as follows : — Matriculated, 84 ; 
non-matriculated, 39 \ totals 123. The number of graduates were, 
direct, 12 ; ad eundem, 14 ; total, 26. The total receipts 
during the same year were i?l 1,232, of which i?9,O0Q was derived 
from Government aid, ,£1,165 from college fees, and ^1,067 from 
other sources ; and the expenditure was J? 12, 6 5 2. Attached to the 
University is the National Museum, which contains an interesting 
collection of objects of natural history, and of milling models, &a 
The Museum was visited in 1864 by 39,641 persons. No charge is 
made for admission, 

r Schools, 

50. The number of day schools returned throughout Victoria 
in 1863 was 1,019, of which 648 received aid from the revenue, and 
371 were altogether unconnected with the State. The number of 
teachers or instructors was 2,063, of which 946 were males, and 
1,117 were females. The average number of scholars attending was 
69,619, consisting of 37,187 boys and 32,432 girls. 

51. Most of the Christian denominations have Sunday schools. 
Returns were received in 1863 of 752 in different parts of the 
colony; of these, 145 were in connexion with the Church of 
England, 1 13 with the Roman Catholics, 107 with the Presbyterians, 
305 with the Wesleyans, and 82 with other denominations. The 
male Sunday school teachers numbered in all 2,686, and the 
female 2,616, or in all 5,640, The average number of scholars 
attending Sunday schools was 47,085, of which 19,718 were males, 

»and 21,373 were females. 
Public Libraries. 
52. The Melbourne Public Library is open to all classes of 
persons over 14 years of age, without payment or restriction. 
During the year 1864 it was visited by 179,787 persons, and since 

■ it was first opened in 1856, it has received about a million and a 
quarter visits. The number of books in the library amount at 
present to 35,252, and sums varying from i?5,000 to i?2,000 have 
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been each year voted for additional purchases. The total amot] 
so expended since 1853 has been £34,285. Under the same roof 
is the National Museum of Art, which was opened on the 24th 
May, 1861* and since then has been visited by 200,000 persona 
The number of visitors in 1S64 was 53,276. The total cost of the 
building, which is still unfinished, was, up to the end of 1864, 
£50,095, 

53. Besides the Melbourne Public Library, there is also a 
library con taming 9,000 volumes attached to the Melbourne 
Mechanics 1 Institute, and there are libraries and mechanics' 
institutes in most of the principal towns. There were 23 of these 
institutions which furnished returns to the Registrar-General in 
1863, and it is known that there are others which omitted to give 
returns, Some of these institutions receive books on loan from the 
Melbourne Library. The number of books in all the libraries 
was about 66,000 in 1863, and the total number of visitors wa 
326,735. 

CHAJtITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 

54. Charitable institutions in Victoria are supported partly b 
the state, and partly by the efforts of private individuals. There 
were at the end of 1863, 22 hospitals in the colony, which made up 
1,123 beds in 118 wards. The number of patients during 1863 
were, indoor 7,529, outdoor 29,035, Their total receipts in the 
year amounted to £S3,010, of which .£18,230 were from private 
contributions. The expenditure of hospitals during the y 
was £73,01 4. 

55. Of benevolent asylums, there were eight in the colony 
the end of 1863, including the Melbourne I m migrants' Home. 
These institutions then made up in the aggregate 1 ,366 beds, and 
7,440 persons received indoor relief from them in the year. Their 
total receipts in 1863 were £46,703, of which £8,064 was due to 
private effort. Their expenditure amounted to £42,519 in 
year 1863, 



ate 

r at 



THE COLONY OF VICTOHIA. 



19 



: 



56. There are two Protest ant and two Roman Catholic Orphan 
Asylums in Victoria, situated in the towns of Melbourne and 
Geelong. These institutions contain accommodation for 505 children, 
and 580 passed through them in 1863, In that year their receipts 
wtTe, from Government ^9,938, from private sources «P3,673, 
total .£1 3,6 11. Their expenditure in 1863 amounted to .£13,351. 

57. The Government Lunatic Asylum at the Yarra Bend 
makes np 856 beds, and 1,030 patients passed through it in 1863. 
The receipts in the year amounted to i?31,198, and the expen- 
diture to £30,497. 



Wages and Prices. 



58, The rates of wages in Victoria, although lower than they 
were during the period immediately succeeding the gold discoveries, 
are still high as compared with those ruling in older countries. 
Farm laborers, with board and lodging, now receive from 12s. to 
18s. weekly, and good ploughmen from 15s. to £1. Shepherds, 
with rations and a hut to live in, receive from £30 to £40 annually ; 
stock keepers from £40 to £70 ; hutkeepers about £5 a year less 
than shepherds ; generally useful men on stations, from 14s. to 18s. 
weekly, and shearers from 13s to 14s. for every hundred sheep 
sheared. The working day of artizans and day laborers in Victoria 
is only eight hours, for which masons, bricklayers, and blacksmiths 
receive from 8s. to 10k. in Melbourne, carpenters from 7s. to 9s. In 
country districts, however, these wages rule higher, and in some 
places are quoted at 12s. all round. General laborers, without 
rations, receive from 5b. to 7s* per day. Married couples, without 
families, obtain ready employment at from £40 to £60 a year ; 
with families it is not so easy for them to find occupation in hired 
service, unless their children are old enough to be useful Female 
servants usually experience but little difficulty in obtaining 
situations— housekeepers, cooks, and laundresses at from £30 to 
£40 annually ; housemaids at from £20 to £25 ; nursemaids at 
from £12 to £20, and generally useful servants at from £18 to £30. 
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59. The cost of living in Victoria has been much reduced of 
late years, and the retail prices of the necessaries of life will be 
found in many instances to be below the rates obtaining in Great 
Britain and Ireland. Beef and mutton, of excellent quality, are 
sold in most parts of the colorty at from 3d. to 5d. per lb. ; tea, at 
from 2a 6d. to 3s. ; coffee, at la 6d. ; and sugar, at from 4A to 6d 
Owing to the defective harvest already alluded to (p. 9), the price 
of flour, and consequently that of bread, was unusually high in 
1864. The former, which for the three previous years averaged 
from £12 to £15 per ton, in 1864 ranged from £20 to £28, and 
the latter, whose common price had been from Cd. to 9d. the 41b. 
loaf, ranged from 9d. to la Potatoes are commonly sold at rates 
varying from £d. to Id. per lb., and from 4a to 8a per cwt Fruits 
and vegetables are plentiful, and during the proper season are sold 
at reasonable prices. 

60. The rent of a cottage in Melbourne, suitable for a laboring 
man, ranges from 3s. to 10s. per week. There exists, however, a 
great desire amongst all ranks in Victoria, and particularly amongst 
the laboring population, to possess dwellings of their own. To aid 
in this object, building, and other mutually co-operative societies 
have been established in most parts of the colony, and through 
their intervention, numbers, by making small monthly payments, 
are enabled in a few years to become freeholders at little more cost 
to themselves than if they had been paying rent throughout the 
period. 

Vital Statistics. 

61. The birth rate in Victoria during 1864 was as 43 to every 
thousand of the living mean population (588,881), the death rate 
was 15*63 per thousand, and the marriage rate 7*69 per thousand 
In England, during a series of years the average birth, death, and 
marriage rates were respectively 34'06, 22*29, and 8*26 per thousand 
The birth and death rates in the colony are thus found to compare 
favorably with those in England, the one being higher and the other' 
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lower here than there ; but a less favorable result is shown by the 
marriage rate, which is not so high in Victoria as it is in England 
The birth rate in Victoria has remained nearly stationary for some 
years past ; the death rate has declined, and in 1864 was lower than 
it had been in any year since 185& The marriage rate has not 
changed during the past two years, but down to 1863 its decline 
had been rapid and continuous since 1854, in which year the 
proportion of marriages was as high as 14*08 to every thousand 
persons living. 
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